
HERALD SUNDAY DECEMBER 23 1906TXE wENGTDN w 3

ii

7 i i-

vt
Tlrs e Co7lins x

anfa Clams aiJr

< =

=
a little tot she is that even when stand
on tiptoe her eager hands reach only
the way to the opening in the streetcor

ner letterbox A frown puckers her face as she
vainly struggles to reach the letter slit with the
somewhat soiled and crumpled envelope that she
pushes upward

Want to mail your letter little one ret me
do it for you and a kindhearted passerby stops
to perform an act of kindness Clapping her hands
joyfully the youthful letter writer skips away

Undoubtedly she wrote the missive that she
saw with gladness drop into the government mail
receptacle for as the stranger slipped it into the
slot he noticed that it was addressed in a wavering
childish hand to Mr Santy Claws

Poor little trusting heart he murmured
sympathetically she will never Itear from it
again

Nor will she unless she confides its pleading
contents to sonic one nearer home For the letter
is soon speeding with bushels of others just like
it to the Dead Letter Office at Washington

Every day in the year nearly 25000 pieces of
misdirected mail are sent to the Dead Letter Office
and during the few weeks preceding Christmas
this number is increased by thousands So the
Dead Letter Office at this becomesa gigan-
tic garner for the longings of little hearts

An extra force of clerks Is put to work in the Dead Lot
ter Office from the first of December until after the first
of the year Thus to Uncle Sam obliged to take formal
notice of the Christmas tradition

Situated on the south side of the spacious clans nrofcd
court on the third floor of great granite building
which houses the national Poetoiflce the Dead Letter Of-
fice is at all tines peculiar in It appeal to the imagina

tionTo it comes all the mall matter that for any reason
cannot be delivered and one can scarcely visit it without
thinking of the hopes deferred the romances blighted
the riddles unsolved to which it perhaps holds the key

Thousands and thousands of letters come from children-
at this season all addressed to Santa Clan There seems
o be a diversity of opinion as to where Santa ClaW Urea

the most frequent addresses being The North Pole and
Heaven though quite a few are addressed to Greenland

Iceland and Snowland
Occasionally one sees an item describing somebody as

the official Santa Claus of tile that or the other post
office Last summer a man who died in Connecticut was
described as the postoifce Santa Claus of the town in
which he had lived to as the agent of certain
anthropic persons were turned over all the letters ad
dressed to Santa Claus found in the local poetoffice

But that was a mistake or if true the postmaster
exceeded his authority

Some years ago that was occasionally done But in
1968 a wealthy woman who lives in Philadelphia applied
formally to the authorities for permission to
take charge of some of the Santa Claus mail and to
answer some of the petitions contained therein

The postmaster naked for a ruling on the subject It
was referred to the law bureau of the Postoffice Depart
ment at Washington of which Judge Goodwin Is the head
and he was obliged to regretfully inform the department
that it had no right to deliver mall addressed to one per
son to any one else

So the Santa Claus mail must go way of all the
other mall that reaches the Dead Letter Office When it
can neither b delivered to the addressee nor returned to
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No Inauguration from that of George
Washington in April 1788 to that of
Theodore Roosevelt on March 4 1MB

was conducted under as gloomy and de
pressing circumstances as that of the
first Republican President March 4 18KL

Disunion by the method of secession
was the accepted doctrine of nearly all
of the leaders in the Southern States and
passive submission to such secession was
advocated by many of the most potent
leaders In the North

Several States had already seceded
and others were on the eve of doing the
same threats of assassination had been
freely indulged in and war if necessary
to accomplish disunion was openly ad
vocated

Washington was practically the head-
quarters of the leaders of the secession
movement the departments were honey-
combed with latent treason to the admin
istration that was just about to come
Into power From the very organization
of the government the South had domi
nated in Its legislation and In shaping
its policy domestic and foreign conse
quently a very large majority of those
In office in Washington thought as the
leaders of the South thought therefore
they wore either in secret or open opposi-

tion to the new Republican party
From the days when Thomas Jefferson

was Inaugurated with all republican
there bad been a continued growth-

In ostentation and display when a new
head of the nation was to be installed In
the years Washington was al
most out of the world to the rest of the
country but each recurring Quadrennial
ceremony attracted its crowd of sight
seers and the opening of access by rail
increased the number of who cams
to witness the ceremonies Of oours the
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the slender mail must after a reasonable interval be

Because most of the Santa mall eventually pass-

es through the hands of Mrs Patti Lyle Corns she is
known to her associates m the big imtMUns as Mrs Santa
Claus

Mrs CotttMS has been Postoffice Department
for twenty years and hi one of KB highly paid em
ptojres deadletter expert

She seems to know by instinct just what was la the
writers mind when he wrote the pttzidfitg address that has
bathed local postmasters sad carries She spoke half a
doses languages as weN as her own she to acquainted with
all the lumber and mining camps In the Union and she
knows the nationality of the men who are employ In

eachIn years by she used occasionally to tell some
philanthropic friend of a particularly pathetic appeal but
slice Judge Goodwins ruling on the subject she not
been able to do even that

The ret that the bulk of Santa Claus mall
through Mrs Collins hands does not mesa that most of
It is Illegible as to Its address It comes in envelopes-

of all sorts and sixes but they are all addressed with
some variations of title quite plainly to the same person
the childrens saint

One comes In the fathers businesslike office envel-
ope another is on tiny decorated stationery of the sort
put up for children another on mothers best

letter paper a fourth on a scrap of greasy pa
per almost lost in the depths of a big mailing envelope
intended for a pamphlet or for photographs

Most of them are written and addresed in childish
vertical handwriting many of them are printed some
Move n doubt of grownup collaboration and others are
scratched over in Inscrutable baby scrawl mailed in the
sweet assurance that the good saint will understand

They are full of human nature these Santa Cleans let-

ters One from a youngster with an eye to busi-
ness is carefully addressed to

Santa Claus Workshops
Teyland

In the Icebergs of Greenland
It ruse
Dear Sawty Claus This Is to tell you about a splendid

barges I saw at the shop You know the Daisy air guns
Well they cost a dollar most always but the man at our
store Is selling them for 6 cents

Isnt that good news And props if you want to buy a
lot he mite let you have them for lees Please Mister
Sainty if you arent got any in you own shop buy some
of then and send me one They are terrible nice and I
want an air gut most of anything

Your dear friend
BERTIE

Another comes from an embryo diplomatist down in
Georgia who writes

Dere Mister Santy Claws
The presents which you bringed us last year was fine

You sure do know how to pick presents for a fallen And
Mister Santy Claws I do hope that this year you will
bring me a railroad like yqu give Quentin Roosevelt last
yere even if I aint the Presidents son My but Id be
proud to have a railway train like that and you sure
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crowds then were infinitesimal compared
with those who now come but they taxed
the hotel accommodations about as they
are taxed now I had visited Washington
once during the closing year of Buchan
ans admlnistartion and being an ardent
Republican just having cast my first
vote for Lincoln I desired very much to
see him Inducted into ounce so about
the last of February I boarded a train at
Indianapolis and began the weary Jour-
ney to Washington It was a weary
journey in those days requiring about
fortyeight hours if no mishap occurred
and four or five changes of cars

Change of Sentiment Noted
Until we passed into Virginia at Wheel-

ing the expressions heard in the cars
were nearly all in favor of the Repub-
licans and against what was denomi-
nated the arrogance of the Southern
slaveocracy At stations where the train
stopped the same sentiments were heard
but when we touched Virginia all was
changed From there to Washington it
was almost one continued round of de
nunciations of the Abolitionists and the
Black Republicans No Democrat ever

thought in those days of speaking of a
Republican as anything else than a

Black Republican When he was ad
dicted to profanity even Id a mUd form
he accompanied the term with an adjec
tive the very antipodes of respectable

When we arrived In Washington we
found it a seething whirl of denunciations-
and it was almost all a mans life was
worth to announce himself as a Republi
can or even to let it be known that he
was from a Northern State So strong
was this feeling that some members of
our party registered themselves at the
hotel as being from Kentucky The ho-

tels and bars were filled with crowds of
Southerners threatening dire vengeance
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the best shop fat the world
Claws always mstrtaa fjotks ha par so wont ye
bring me a raw r train Htsyscnj yours

Dear Kaaty JOaws Pies brta me a big doll and a don
karage and a set of dishes and a IWo stove and oh dare
Panty If you only wud brin me a blue silk dress and a
pink parasol I wud be so glade Cause Mamie Johnson she
got a blue silk dross and a pink parasol and she puts on

I mustnt mind It and nras Just be happy wttout It cans
my father he cant afford to buy any But deN
Canty Claus i cant happy when HUUMi Johnson she
got them and I amt So pious hria then to

Your tarta tttUe

Another is from a youth who evidently believes in
g ttin plenty while youre a gettia

My dear Saint Nicholas please bring PM a whole
heap of toy guns and a war vessel with a search lite sad
a steam engine and dont forget the sord Bring Mazte
a horn and a bugel Shes my sister and she can be bogelr
when I play soldier And oblige your friend

TOMMIE ANDERSON-
To which the sister adds
I dont want a Nigel dere Santy 1 want a doll and oh

hay it it a big dolly that can shut its eyes and has hair
and I think it would be nice If you would bring a lot of
candy and oranges and things i d then I will be a good
girl till next year

That request for a doll rarely fails in the girls let-

ters On the whole the little girls are more modest in

their demands than the boys But a doll is nearly
always the first thing asked for always a dolly no matter
how much else they may want bearing apparent testimony
to the mother Instinct inborn In all daughters of Eve

One Mtte girl who is an exception to the rule of the
reasonableness of the feminine demands on Kris Krtagte
wants A doll and a saddle for my poney and a buggy
for nty dolly and a a nice set of big dishes a

doll house with a stove and a washstand a bed a
dresser and a lookingglass a komb and brush for my
dolls hair a littel round table with a lamp on It and
chairs and everything that goes in a doll house besides I
want a juntpln rope and a doll hanimlck Which I hope

I you wont forget to bring them all

mutt tit your I that yon

silt a StuIt7

Here Is titat Of
and tile Santa

wilt It

airs over Me cats I aint got any and my saamm she
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and broils were or almost hourly

I witnessed one that occurred in the
bar attached to the Metropolitan Hotel
A small party had gone into the bar for
some refreshment Among thorn was a
gentleman from Michigan who had been
trained up in the Zach Chandler school
The party was quiet and had no disposi
tion to get into a brawl with
The Michigander was of a short but very
stocky frame and was one of the most
quiet and pleasant spoken men I have
ever met The party had hardly ar-
ranged itself alongside the bar before
half a dozen men entered who had evi
dently been drinking more than was good
for them They were from the South and
by no means choice In the language they
used concerning Mr Lincoln or of those
who had supported him at the election

of them soon noticed our little party
and by some subtle instinct conceived we
were Northerners and addressed himself-
to us

At first we paid no attention to him
and this seemed to anger him At last he
applied a more than usually degrading
phrase to those who voted for Mr Lin-
coln At this our Michigander quietly
said Do you Intend to apply that re
mark to me This was asked In so quiet
a tone that nobody believed anything
would come of it The Southerner hnd
not noticed the glint in the eye of his
querist and replied with an oath that
he did If he had voted for Lincoln

Cleaned Ont the Crowd
The words had not died on the air be

fore the left arm of the man from Michi
gan suddenly shot out the fingers of the
hand closing around the throat of the
speaker With a quick motion and al
most without an effort he raised him
clear from the floors and then came the
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climax Straight from the shoulder came
a blow from the right hand and the
Southerner fell limp to the without
life or motion The sound of the blow
was like that of a triphammer striking
against a pile Without raising his voice
the Northern defender of Mr Lincoln in
a drawling tone Inquired If any one
wanted to take up the cudgels saying he
was ready to administer the same dose
to any number

Of course all was confusion and pistols
were speedily drawn Our champion
made no movement toward displaying

arms but with a smile of con
tempt looked at the crowd surging
around him His eye watched every move
ment however and while some were try
ing to raise his victim from the floor
another resounding blow was heard and-
a man was seen to go crashing through
the front window as if propelled by dy-

namite He was standing behind two oth
ers and was endeavoring to aim a re-

volver from what he supposed was a se-

cure position when he was observed by
the Northerner who quickly pushed the
two teen aside and let his powerful fist
do Its work

This cowardly attempt at murder
aroused all his ire He grasped another
of the crowd by the middle and used him
as a cudgel knocking right and left un
til half a dozen swearing men were on
the floor He then tossed his human war
club to one side remarking I guess
they will behave better in the future Let
us go boys By this time the atten
tion of the police had been attracted and
as they came pushing in at the front we
quickly the side and soon
were in our rooms at the hotel This
was only one of many scones of vio
lence that took place in tho two or three
days preceding the inauguration

The morning of the 4th of March
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Many of the letters attest ehfldteh faith In be-

lief that Santa Clans only comes to good chOdrtn They
contain assurances of good Behavior during tie year
that Is PUt or promises of entirely tncorrupttdie virtue
for the year to cone

a glimpse of a larger trouble that of happy
child begging for a toy They tell pitiful Jtute tales of fa
then out of work of crop failure of sickness sometimes
One from a little girl runs

Dear Mr 2Saty ta haven Weve moved so far from our
home Im-
to sic and wont you bring some iimdMin to make her well
And mR Zanty ash I see awful toansum and
if you will bring us some candy we would be so glad

friend Always ETHEL

And a brave mile lad writes trout Kansas City

Mr Santa Claus You neednt bring me a sled
nor a pair of skates this year and I dont want the pony

walk and runs any more and I guess I cant tide either
But I hope you can send me a ship so that I can sail

and a lot of soldiers
and sailors so I can play army and a knife that will be
sharp so I can wtttdl with It while I have to He on my
bed sad rat get lenesum when the odor boys are playing

of doors
Yonr great

WILLIE R

Again a homesick boy who Is afraid h will be
because he no longer lives under the Stars and

Stripes
Weve moved since last year and we live up In Can-

ada now It Is not as nice as K was in but
I heap you wont forget to come on that account You
knew It is not Quite so far from your home at the North
Pole as whear we used to Hve Yours Faithful

JOHNNIE B

Occasionally there comes a request that might stump
Santa Claus himself If the postofnce knew how to deliv-
er it to him A wee maiden the margin of whose letter
was adorned with wobbly circles each one marked as a
kiss and who addressed her communication te Mister
Santa Claus at Blanks Store or where Santa ClAus lives
in the Moon after telling Santa what a Dere nice San

Frequently there a nose of real pathos tile let
ten

most a traM you will not corns for JaY

Job Ie

your

Dear

I for a pt worse and I

It oar a tub water near my bed

the
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dawned cold dark and rainy The
weather seemed to be in complete

with the gloom that was casting its
dark shadow over the whole country For
many days rumors sad been rife that
efforts would be made to prevent the
inauguration by force and thereby throw
the country into anarchy and chaos Act
Ing on these Gen Wlnfield Scott com
manderinchlef of the army had order
ed all the available troops to Washington-
and during the night of the Sd he sta
tioned a battery or two at convenient
points and prepared the thousand or
more regulars for speedy and effective
work in case a riot should be started
These precautions effectually overawed
those disposed to create a disturbance
When the time came for Mr Lincoln to
start for the Capitol to take the office a
strong guard of regular soldiers surround-
ed the carriage Gen Scott himself

by his staff had his station near
one of the batteries

At the Capitol arms had secretly been
taken into the Senate chamber and the
hall of the House and many members
carried revolvers In their pockets Tho
Republicans and the loyal element of the
North had determined that Mr Lincoln
should be inaugurated and they pre
pared to fight for their rights if neces-
sary A large number of rule and mus
kets were stored at convenient points in
the Capitol under charge of trusted
guards Notwithstanding all these

every one wore a look of un
easiness and all realized the country was
facing a most terrible crisis

Early on the evening of the 3d word
was sent quietly around among those
known to be from the North that their
presence was desired at a certain room
on the avenue and we were requested to
appear singly or not more than three at
a time Together with two others from
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ta he is and how ah J0m tale VsMM ef all the
saints continue

Den good piss brag ue a Mttei sister Id
rower have a sue than say other prassont fur
rm verry Joneattun little fjere nice Santa Gud by

There are probably fat the neighborhood of half a mil
lion of these letters revered at the various postoffices
and forwarded to the Dead Letter Omce during tile weeks
Immediately preceding Christmas

Clans has abso-

lutely no correspondents Then for MM bury mouth more

letters are addressed to hiss than to any hidivklual or firm
ta the country

There are fat letters and lam big letters and
smart The addresses on most of them are perfectly
legible had on a large majority postage has been paid
though the stamp to likely to be anywhere but ta the usual

placeSometimes ta the stamp corner are some hieroglyphics-
that undoubtedly stand for kisses which Uncle Sam cer-

tainly ought to he willing to accept as legal tender under
the circumstances

There Is only one thing to do with most of these letters
and that to to destroy them Wbee a letter reaches the
dead letter office If the authorities have been unsuccess-
ful In finding the addressee and if there Is nothing on the
outside of the envelope to indicate where it originated
the communication te opened and a search to made inside
fOr the identity of the sender

This course to followed in the case of the Santa Claus
correspondence In not one case In a thousand is there
anything on the onside to Indicate the sources of these
letters and as a rule there to very little Inside

They are usually dated but tbejmme of the town in
which the writer lives is seldom given Many of the sig
natures are merely the Christian names of the writers-
or more frequently still some childish pet name

AM these waifs of the mall these piteous littte appeals
that rule Sam cannot possibly answer are sent to the
dead letter to be read with a smile and sigh by
the clerks in Mrs Gowns division and to be consigned
finally to the postal graveyard When the annual deluge
begins along about the nrsn of December an extra force
of clerks te to work to handle the Santa Claus mail
and Uncle Sam ta the midst of the responsibilities of run-

ning a great and strenuous nation finds himself quoting
ruefully

Christmas comes hot once a year
And when it comes oh dear oh dear
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my State I visited the room We were
told that it was thought the regulars and
the militia could not be relied upon but
it was not certain so it had been de
termined to organize a force of those
visitors known to be loyal to secretly
act as guards We were assigned certain
stations mine being on the front of the
Capitol not far away from where Mr
Lincoln would stand while delivering his
address At an early hour I reported to
the Capitol to Representative James Wil-
son father of John Wilson late Sena-
tor from the State of Washington

Long before the hour fixed for the cere
monies a vast crowd gathered in front of
the platform It was a larger crowd than-
I had ever seen at a public meeting and
I then estimated It at many thousands
but in reality I do not suppose it exceed
ed 5069 or 6000 Everywhere In the
crowd were stationed members of our
secret organization all ready to interfere
should any demonstration be made
against the incoming President About
2M of us were around the platform our
duty being to Immediately close around
Mr Lincoln at tho first sign of trouble
We were elated that our party had tri-

umphed but a feeling of depression op-

pressed us A the proper time the tan
ungainly form of our Chief appeared ac-
companied by Senator Bacon of Oregon

Tflr Lincolns Manner
Mr Lincoln looked careworn but ex

hibited no trepidation when he turned to
face the audienae A cold wind was blow
Ing but he stood uncovered while he
read in measured tones that matchless
address The solemnity of the occasion
evidently impressed him and he

every word with an earnestness
that carried conviction to every one near
enough to hoar him The address
clothed in the most simple language for
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he was a postmaster of the art of using
words learned in childhood yet so full of
pregnant meaning that they needed no
flourish to earn conviction As be would
come to some sentence showing more
strongly than the others the error of the
Southern leaders or more earnestly
pleading to the patriotism of the people
he would enforce it by a quick jerky mo
tion of his arm I had heard him on one
or two other occasions and thought then
and stilt think he was the most persua-
sive orator I have ever listened to After
distinctively announcing the policy he
would pursue and pleading for the pa-
triotism of the people to assert itself
saying that the issue of civil war was in
the hands of the people that the govern-
ment would not make war on them he
paused and we all thought he had fin-
ished but he still stood there gazing out
over the concourse of people as if he was
endeavoring to pierce the future Then
in tones more solemn more earnest than
be had hitherto used he said

I am loath to close We are not ene
mies but friends We must not be ene
mies Though pension may have strained
it must not break our bands of affection
The mystic chords of memory stretch-
Ing from every battlefield and patriot
grave to every living heart and hearth
stone aU over this broad land will yet
swell the chorus of the Union when again
touched as surety they will be by the
better angels of our nature

Never was there a more earnest more
patriotic address delivered from the

eastern front of the Capitol but It
failed to stem the tide of war and battle
and bloodshed followed Had Mr Lin
coln never delivered any other address to
the American people that flint inaugural
would stamp hiss M among the greatest
of orators the meet patriotic of citizens

W H SMITH
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